
TOM HARVEY AWARD RECIPIENT 2013 

Nominator: 
Viv Benjamin 
Chief Executive Officer (CEO), The Oaktree Foundation 
Email: v.benjamin@theoaktree.org 
 
Nominee: 
Jessica Jacobson 
General Manager of Overseas Projects, The Oaktree Foundation 
Education: University of Tasmania 
 
WHY WOULD THEY BE A WORTHY RECIPIENT OF THE TOM HARVEY AWARD? 

Jess Jacobson is an exceptional young Australian who is deeply committed to 
ending poverty by empowering young people though education and training 
opportunities. Since 2010, Jess has been a full-time volunteer with the Oaktree 
Foundation as General Manager of Overseas Projects.  

Oaktree is an organisation run entirely by passionate young volunteers under the 
age of 26, working to end poverty through education projects in developing countries, 
as well as advocacy and youth leadership in Australia. Jess leads a team of 20 
young Australian volunteers at Oaktree.  

Jess is a person of great integrity, humility and passion. She works relentlessly to 
empower young people in Australia and developing nations to fulfil their potential and 
to make lasting change in their families and communities, by harnessing the power 
of education. 

Jess runs Oaktree’s education projects in Papua New Guinea, South Africa, East 
Timor and Cambodia. She works in partnership with local organisations in 
developing communities that enable young people to break the poverty cycle through 
education, with a focus on secondary school education and vocational skills training. 
Jess manages projects that directly change the lives of thousands of young people 
each year to break the poverty cycle through education and training.  
The projects overseen by Jess include: 

 Literacy training for young women living in urban poverty in PNG 
 Building the first secondary school in the entire Kumbareta province 

in PNG 
 Peer education in regional South Africa to combat the spread of 

HIV/AIDs, teen pregnancy, gender violence, gangsterism, substance 
abuse and other youth issues 

 Teacher training in remote highland communities in PNG 
 Vocational training for young men in the ‘settlement’ slums of Port 

Moresby, PNG 
 Three secondary schools in Kampong Cham province in Cambodia 
 Girls scholarships for 360 impoverished girls to go to school in rural 

Cambodia 
 Vocational skills training  to tackle youth unemployment in East Timor 

Jess also oversees the Our Generations Challenge (OGC) program, a series of 
'youth exchange' study tours each year that enable young Australians to visit 
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developing countries for three weeks to learn about poverty and the development 
issues faced by youth in those countries, with a focus on visiting education projects. 
Over 100 young Australians have participated in these life-changing study tours in 
developing countries, including these Commonwealth nations – Papua New Guinea, 
South Africa, Rwanda, Malawi, Ghana, India, Bangladesh and Solomon Islands.  
 
Jess is also currently in the process of co-founding a Regional Youth Network of 
young leaders across the Asia-Pacific, starting as a partnership between Oaktree 
and a youth organisation called The Voice in PNG. This exciting new venture will 
enable young Australians and youth from across our region to educate each other, 
exchange ideas and expertise, build international relationships and collaborate as 
peers in ending poverty. Jess has driven this initiative due to her belief in facilitating 
youth exchange. 
 
On top of all her amazing work leading overseas projects at Oaktree, Jess also 
personally supports a School and Orphanage in rural Bihar in India. The Malighat 
Community School project provides education for 150 children and a home for 20 
orphans. It costs $250 per week to run the school and boarding house, and Jess is 
the sole funding support for this school. Very few people know that Jess does 
babysitting on the side to send funds every week to support the school and runs 
fundraisers in her spare time. She does this personal project quietly and humbly, and 
has never been recognised for it. 
 
Jess grew up in regional Australia, in some of Australia’s more disadvantaged 
communities in the North-West corner of Tasmania. Aged 21, Jess founded and led 
the first Tasmanian branch of the Oaktree Foundation and has inspired hundreds of 
other young Australians to find their purpose and take up volunteering.  
 
 


