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Commonwealth Day 2024 
 

Our celebration annual lunch will be held at NSW 
Parliament House, Macquarie Street, Sydney on 
Monday 11 March 2024.  
 
Our guest speaker is General the Honourable 
Sir Peter Cosgrove AK AC (Mil) CVO MC 
(Retd), former Governor-General of the 
Commonwealth of Australia. 
 

 
 
Born into an Army family, Peter Cosgrove 
attended Waverley College in Sydney before 
graduating from the Royal Military College 
Duntroon in 1968. His first deployment was in 
Malaysia with the 1st Battalion RAR and later in 
Vietnam he commanded an infantry platoon.  
He served as Commander of INTERFET in East 
Timor in 1999 overseeing that country’s 
transition to independence. Then promoted to 
Chief of Army and later Chief of the Australian 
Defence Force.  
 
He retired from the ADF in 2005 serving on 
several boards before becoming a Knight in the 
Order of Australia when sworn in as Governor-
General in 2014 and serving until June 2019.  
 
Sir Peter was appointed a Commander of the 
Royal Victorian Order by Her Majesty the Queen 
in August 2019. In April 2023 Sir Peter was 
commissioned by His Majesty King Charles III at 

the recommendation of Prime Minister Albanese 
to serve when required as the Administrator of 
the Commonwealth Government of Australia. 
 
In retirement, he remains involved with defence, 
health and other charitable organisations. 
Among his other charitable involvements, Sir 
Peter accepted the voluntary role as chairman of 
BizRebuild the business-led initiative, developed 
by the Business Council of Australia, to provide 
practical and on the ground assistance to small 
and local businesses left devastated by the 
2019/20 and subsequent bushfires and floods.  
 
In 2022 he become the inaugural national patron 
of the Australian Defence Force Cadets. During 
2023 he is serving as Ambassador for the 
commemorations of the 50th Anniversary of the 
end of Australia’s involvement in the Vietnam 
War. 
 
 
Ticket Prices and Booking Form 
 
Cost: $105 per person.  
Corporate Table (10) $1,200. 
 
Corporate bookings are welcome with special 
acknowledgements at the function.  
 
Avoid disappointment: Bookings are essential. 

 

Booking form: 
 
https://www.commday.org.au/events/booking-
forms-for-lunch/ 
 
If you wish to unsubscribe to this newsletter email: 
commonwealthday@gmail.com 
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